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November 2020 
 

Hamilton Innovator 
Mr. Pfeiffer, Principal 

Mr. Fuller, Assistant Principal 
Mrs. MacDonald, School Administration Manager, 21st Century Site Coordinator 
 
Here’s What’s Happening Around Hamilton! 

Kindergarten- In Kindergarten, we have been learning all about algorithms 

and directions! We are excited to take what we learn and apply it when we 

code our robot named Bee-Bot!  We are about to begin a new engineering 

unit where we will be exploring mass to build Goldilocks a “just right” chair. 

Continue reading your sight words, letter & sounds and numbers 0–10.  
 

First Grade- 1st grade Innovators are working hard to become fluent readers. 

We are reading fiction and nonfiction books to find the key details. Practice 

having your child retell the stories you’re reading at home. In math, we are 

using addition and subtraction strategies. Ask your child to show you how we 

use number lines, doubles facts, and counting on/counting back to solve math 

problems! In science, we are exploring changes in motion, studying ways that 

objects can move and how motion changes by applying pushes and pulls.  
 

Second Grade- 2nd graders have been hard at work. We are very proud of 

the learning gains made on the second iReady diagnostic! In math, we are 

learning different strategies to help us add and subtract with three-digit 

numbers. We continue to read and use our research skills to learn more about 

the history of Thanksgiving. We hope you have a great Thanksgiving break!   
 

Third Grade- This month has been filled with fun and magic! Students read 

The Witches by Roald Dahl to identify the meaning of words, to sequence the 

text, and to explain how each chapter builds on the next. In science, students 

saw the magic of changes in water! They observed popsicles melting in the sun 

and predicted which popsicle brand would melt the fastest based on its 

properties. Each class created a terrarium and observed how water 

evaporated and condensed each day to water the plant inside. In math, we 

are solving multiplication and division problems using different strategies. 

Thanks to the families who attended Trunk or Treat! It’s always great to see you! 
 

Fourth Grade- How is it November already? Time sure flies when you're 

having fun learning! This month, we are learning about heat energy and 

studying the energy of motion in science. In math, we are learning strategies 

for division and solving multi-step word problems. In reading, we are explaining 

events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in historical, scientific, or technical 

texts. Also, we will be determining the main idea of a text, explaining how it is 

supported by key details and writing our PEEL paragraphs. Students should 

continue to read at home every night. 
 

Fifth Grade- Fifth grade is gearing up for our next Integrated Unit on bridges! 

In ELA, we will be researching types of bridge structures and finding the main 

idea and key details in the text. We will be incorporating writing activities to 

identify which bridge is the strongest and explain by using evidence to support 

our thinking. In math, we will review various geometric terms such as angles, 

rays, segments, and lines that will help them with their bridge design plans. This 

background information will help students with their engineering design 

challenge as they take on the role of a civil engineering company that 

specializes in building bridges. In science, students will put all the information 

gathered together to build the strongest bridge. Please continue to have 

students read nightly and complete the math homework. Students can use 

their math journal to help them with their work. Thank you for your support.  

 

Upcoming Events 

November 18 

Progress Reports available in 

Skyward 

November 19 

SAC Meeting, 6 PM 

November 23 

No School, Thanksgiving Break 

December 10 

   Milty’s Family Math Night – more    

   information to come! 

December 16 

   Early Release Days, Dismiss at 1:05   

   NO 21st Century 

December 21 

Winter Break Begins, No School 

January 4 

School resumes 

  

STUDENT OF THE MONTH 

Congratulations to Fifth Grader, Parris 

Thomas, October’s Student of the Month! 

 

- December 18  

November 21 

- November 29 

November 21 
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News and Notes 
School Hours Reminder 
Hamilton reminds families that the learning begins promptly at 8:35 AM. We have 

had a steady increase in the number of tardy students in the mornings.  Please 

note, excessive tardies are monitored by our social worker and may warrant further 

action.  Breakfast is only served from 8:05-8:35 AM. So, make sure your child is on 

time and ready to learn!  
 

Dress Code Reminder 
Hamilton reminds all parents and students to follow the SCPS dress code daily. Hats, 

slides, flip-flops, midriffs, too-short shorts, and sleeveless tops are NOT permitted in 

the building.   
 
 

Sunshine State Book Brag Tag Contest 
Our 3rd-5th grade students have been doing an outstanding job reading this year's 

Sunshine State Books and earning brag tags.  Each earned brag tag represents the 

SSYRA book they read and is given to them by an administrator or resource staff 

that also enjoyed that same book.  Keep reading, Hamilton! #Hamiltonreads      
 

Music Update 
 

October has been a fun, creepy month in the music room! Kindergarten students 

have been exploring different instrument sounds and learning how we can tell a 

story with music. 1st and 2nd grades have been working on reading rhythms. Ask 

your 2nd graders about the gross rhythms we put in our stew! Each class in 3rd, 4th, 

and 5th grades is creating a piece of music based on the novels they read at the 

beginning of the year - The Wild Robot (3rd), Spin the Golden Lightbulb (4th), and 

The City of Ember (5th). We will be sending out a Flipgrid link to share their creations 

with families very soon. 
 

 

Title I Information 
 

 

 

 

All Title I documents are available on Hamilton’s webpage, 
www.hamilton.scps.k12.fl.us/Parents/QuickLinks/Title-1-Information as well as in a 

binder located in the front office. This information includes the School Improvement 

Plan (SIP), the Parent and Family Engagement Plan (PFEP), School-Home 

Compact SAC Minutes, Title I Brochure, and the SPAR report. Families, you may 

request a copy of any of these documents.  
 

 

Magnet News 
MIDDLE SCHOOL Attention fifth grade parents! The middle school magnet application period is happening NOW through 

December 1.  Each of Seminole County’s Magnet Middle Schools presented information to your child recently to introduce 

them to what each has to offer.  These magnet schools provide high quality and innovative education programs that 

specialize in a particular theme, but you must apply!  FYI—Did you know that Hamilton fifth graders are offered a special 

“program link” to attend Milwee Middle, the Pre-Engineering Middle School Magnet! You still must apply on time, however 

you will get a preferred spot! Brochures with additional information on the application process were mailed directly to your 

home address listed in Skyward.  Contact Ms. Froess, 407-320-6060 for more information. 
 

GREEN SPACE The newest addition to our agricultural engineering program is a new hydroponic garden located in the HUB! 

The hydroponic garden is currently growing golden cherry tomatoes. With cooler weather on the horizon, we've started our 

fall growing season in the G.R.E.E.N. Space! We are currently growing tomatoes, peppers, peas, and beans in containers. 

Our fifth grade innovators just used their "green" thumbs to plant lettuce in hydroponic jugs. Check out these great photos 

of what our eco-engineers have grown! 
 

Parent’s Corner 
 

PTA—Have you joined yet? We would love to have more 

families involved! Dues are $5.00.  Please consider 

supporting the PTA.  For more information, check out 

Hamilton PTA’s Facebook page. This is a great way to 

stay “in the know.” www.facebook.com/Hamilton-

Elementary-PTA 

 
 

 

Recent Highlights 
PTA Trunk or Treat  

Thank you Hamilton PTA, faculty, 

parents, students, our friends at 

Texas Roadhouse, Seminole High, 

Merge Church and all the 

community members that made this 

a [Toy] Storybook event! 

VIRTUAL STEM NIGHT 
Check Facebook for the video links 

to complete your experiments! 
 
 

Want to see more highlights? 

Have you “liked us” on 

Facebook? 
https://www.facebook.com/hamiltonelem/ 
 

Are you “following us” on     

Twitter?  @hamiltonengtech     
 

    Have you checked out our      

    website lately?     
    www.hamilton.scps.k12.fl.us 
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