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Hamilton Innovator 
Mr. Pfeiffer, Principal 

Mr. Fuller, Assistant Principal 

Mrs. MacDonald, School Administration Manager, 21st Century Site Coordinator 
 
Here’s What’s Happening Around Hamilton! 
Kindergarten - We are “falling in love” with reading! We are learning our letters 
and sounds and how to put them together to make words. We are learning new 
sights words, too! Please continue to read with your child for 20 minutes daily. Our 
local library has lots of good books. In science, we engineered a trash collector to 
collect pretend trash from a pond. We are learning that it is okay if our design does 
not turn out perfectly on the first try. We can always improve! Our next engineering 
challenge will be designing the “just right chair” for Goldilocks.  
 

First Grade-We are off to a great start to an exciting year of learning! We 
completed our first engineering challenge! Students created a functional hat using 
available materials. Students then described the properties of their hat and the 
hat’s purpose. Check out our First Grade Hat Parade on Facebook! We have also 
been learning new sounds and growing as readers. In math, we are exploring 
different strategies to add and subtract. Students will participate in an exciting 
math lab next week. Please read with your child for at least 20 minutes each day, 
continue practicing the sight words, and use the APTT materials sent home.   
Second Grade- Shoutout to second grade students for doing an outstanding 
job completing their first EIE unit! Students used the engineering design process to 
design and create elephant trunks to perform a specific function. In reading, 
students have been working on finding the central idea and supporting details in 
informational text. They are learning to find the setting, describe characters' traits, 
and retell stories, In math, students are working on place value (hundreds, tens, 
ones) including different ways to describe number. We encourage students to 
practice math facts 0-20 for addition and subtraction. Fluency builds confidence 
and accuracy. Please have your child complete homework and read nightly. 
 

Third Grade- Third grade is off to a great start! Students began the year by 
following the Engineering Design Process. Each class completed a novel study by 
reading Wild Robot. They took what they learned about artificial intelligence to 
create a model robot. We are also learning about Signposts when reading books! 
These Sign Posts help readers to identify important details within the text and allow 
them to deepen their understanding! Next time you and your child are reading 
together, ask them if they can find any Signposts! 
Fourth Grade- This month, our 4th graders will be working on all things 
multiplication in math with a big focus on solving word problems. We encourage 
you to challenge your student to a multiplication fact fluency game at home! In 
science, students will be diving into sound and heat energy after wrapping up their 
Noise Maker Integrated Unit. It's going to be a loud month in science! In reading, 
students will go back in time as they explore various historical texts and become 
familiar with historical events. Thank you for supporting our fourth graders' success! 

Fifth Grade- Fifth grade has had a jam-packed beginning of the year with lots of 
hands on and engaging activities. We are finishing our City of Ember novel study 
this month. We engineered two creations within this unit: a zipline for the main 
character to deliver messages and a map of Ember lit up with mini lightbulbs and 
batteries. Students used their understanding of circuits and conductors/insulators to 
create a lit-up map of the City of Ember using a coordinate grid. In math, we are 
starting place value with addition and subtraction of whole numbers and decimals. 
In ELA we're finishing our novel and working on the writing process to prepare for 
the FSA writing test. Please keep working on multiplication/division fact fluency, 
reading for twenty minutes and completing math homework. 

 

STUDENT SHOUT OUT 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
October 8 

No School, Teacher Workday 

October 13 

Report Cards available in Skyward 

October 15 

Picture Day 

October 25 

Red Ribbon Week!  
Monday-Neon Day-We’re too bright for drugs  
Tuesday-Follow Your Dreams- Wear PJs 
Wednesday- Let’s Team up against drugs 
Thursday- Drugs are not in our character- 
dress as your favorite character 
Friday-Don’t let drugs make you crazy- wear 
crazy hair and your school spirit shirt 

October 23 

SCPS School Choice Expo, Seminole 
Town Center Mall 9-2PM 

October 28 

SAC, 5PM 
Trunk or Treat sponsored by PTA, 6PM 
 

- October 29 

Congratulations to 
Jackeline Pantoja, 
September’s 
Student of the 
Month! She was 
rewarded with 
breakfast, a 
plaque, and a 
check for $50.00 
from the Sertoma 
Club. Way to go! 
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News and Notes 
   Hamilton reminds all parents and students to follow the SCPS dress code daily.  
   Hats, slides, flip-flops, midriffs, too-short shorts, and sleeveless tops are NOT  
   permitted in the building. Additionally, if you are opting for your child to wear a  
   mask, please encourage them to wear it properly.  

 

Report cards will not be sent home as a hard copy.  Report cards will ONLY be 
available in SKYWARD beginning Oct.13. Please make sure you check your child’s 
progress and reach out to your child’s teacher if you have questions concerns.  
 

SCPS and UCF are partnering to offer counseling at no cost to Hamilton students. 
Counselors-in-training provide services on Mondays, promoting academic and 
personal development. Sessions run 45 minutes with appointments at 3:15, 4:15 
and 5:15pm. If you are interested in this service, contact Ms. Froess or Ms. Closson. 
For more information: https://ccie.ucf.edu/scps/  

 

Title I Information 
 

Thank you to over 1,000 family members that viewed our first virtual APTT night! 
WOW! Your support in your child’s education truly makes a difference!  If you have 
not yet scheduled an individual parent-teacher conference, please reach out to 
your child’s teacher and schedule one today.  
 
 

All Title I documents are available in a binder located in the front office. This binder 
includes the School Improvement Plan (SIP), the Parent and Family Engagement 
Plan (PFEP), School-Home Compact, SAC Minutes, Title I Brochure, and the SPAR 
report. Families, you may request a copy of any of these documents. Los 
documentos de Titulo I disponible a peticion. 

Magnet News 
Robotics:  The Robotics Lab has been booming with exciting engineering design 
projects happening in every grade level. Students K-5 have been working hard to 
learn and apply the Engineering Design Process every step of the way.  Many of 
the projects students have been working on this month have a connection to the 
Hamilton Integrated Units that are happening in their classrooms during ELA, Math, 
Science, and Social Studies curriculum time.   
Kindergarten Innovators have been working hard to learn directional words as 
they begin to computer code our BeeBots to spell out new words and find new 
places on our mats.  First grade Engineers have started the year off by improving 
their paper hat designs (from their classroom Integrated Unit) into Lego built hats 
that now have moving parts that they have learned to code on the computer. 
Second graders have been exploring Mars rovers through our virtual reality field trips to Mars. This month they will be 
building a rover prototype based off the real rovers the United States have sent to Mars.  After reading Wild Robot in their 
reading classes, our Third graders have been working hard to help repair Roz the injured robot.  We have been learning 
all about robotic arms and how they are currently used in our world today.  They are in the plan stages of building their 
own robotic arms to be put to the test to win the Minute To Win It Challenge.  Fourth grade inventors have been utilizing 
the engineering design process. Based off the novel, Spin the Golden Light Bulb fourth graders are earning points as a 
class on each of their engineering projects to be the first class to win the Golden Light Bulb and earn a spot in the 
Inventor Prep Club.  Fifth graders have begun their long-awaited study of 3D design. Students have learned how to use a 
computer cad program to design their own 3D prototypes. They are working on their final touches and will soon get to 
experience them being printed out for them to take home to display proudly. 

Parent’s Corner 
PTA—We are still looking for caring parents who want to support Hamilton by getting involved and supporting your 
child’s school.  PTA members work closely with school administration, teachers, staff and students. Yearly dues are $5.00.   

Please support our PTA sponsored event, TRUNK OR TREAT on Thursday, October 28th! We are accepting 
donations of individually wrapped candy bags in the front office from Oct. 1-27th, or if you would like to host 
a trunk, contact hamiltonptafl@gmail.com. For more information check out Hamilton PTA’s Facebook page. 
This is a great way to stay “in the know.” www.facebook.com/Hamilton-Elementary-PTA 

 
 

Recent Highlights 
Fourth and Fifth Grade Innovators 
were treated to the first stop of the 
SCPS Physics Bus!  Students had the 
opportunity to learn hands-on 
science concepts such as force, 
gravity, light and sound waves and 
much more! #physicsisphun  
 
 

 

Want to see more highlights? 
Have you “liked us” on 
Facebook? 
https://www.facebook.com/hamiltonelem/ 
 
Are you “following us” on 
Twitter?    @hamiltonengtech     
 

Have you checked out our 
website lately? 
www.hamilton.scps.k12.fl.us 
 


