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What are the Florida Standards?

Å The Florida Standards were adopted in 2014 in English/Language 
Arts and Mathematics to help prepare Florida students for success 
in college, career, and in life by emphasizing analytical thinking 
skills.

Å The Florida Standards Assessments provides a more authentic 
assessment of the Florida Standards because they include multiple 
choice, create graphs, interact with test content, and write and 
respond in different ways than required on traditional tests. 

ÅQuestion types will assess students' higher-order thinking skills in 
keeping with the higher expectations of the Florida Standards.  



Who participates?

ÅPer Florida Statute 1008.22, all public school 
students are required to participate in the statewide 
assessment program.

ïAccommodations may be provided to students with a 
current Individual Education Plan (IEP) or Section 504 Plan.
ÅTypes of accommodations include:

ïFlexible Presentation

ïFlexible Responding

ïFlexible Scheduling

ïFlexible Setting

ïAssistive Devices & Tools

ïLarge Print, One-Item-Per-Page, Braille 



What subjects and grades are tested?

ALL TESTS WILL BE PAPER-BASED!!

ÅGrades 3-5 FSA English Language Arts (ELA) 

ÅGrades 4-5 FSA Writing

ïA student must take both the Writing and 
Reading tests to receive an FSA ELA score.

ÅGrades 3-5 FSA Mathematics

ÅGrade 5 Statewide Science



What are the test windows?

Assessment Grade Level Test Date(s)

FSA Writing Grades 4 and 5
April 1 (Wednesday)

Make-ups:April 2-14
Make-ups: May 11-15

FSA ELA Grade 3
April 1& 2 (Wednesday & Thursday)

Make-ups: April 3-14

FSA ELA Grades 4 and 5
May 5 &6 (Tuesday & Wednesday)

Make-ups:  May 7-15

FSA Math Grades 3-5
May 7 & 8 (Thursday & Friday)

Make-ups: May 11-15

State Science Grade 5
May 12 & 13 (Tuesday & Wednesday)

Make-ups:May 14-22



Are the tests timed?  YES!

ÅFSA Writing ςGrades 4 and 5

ï120 minutes (1 session)

ïA 3-minute break after 60 minutes of testing

ÅFSA ELA ςGrades 3, 4, and 5
FSA Mathematics ςGrades 3, 4, and 5
Statewide Science ςGrade 5

ï160 minutes over two days

Å80 minutes ςDay 1

Å80 minutes ςDay 2

ïA short break is given after 40 minutes of testing



Electronic Devices

ÅNo electronic devices permitted during testing

ïStudentsCANNOThave any electronic device (e.g., cell 
phones/smartphones, smartwatches, cameras, etc.) on 
them ORǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀǊƳΩǎ ǊŜŀŎƘ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜƳ

ïCause for immediate invalidation of test.



Paper-based Test Materials

ÅGrade 3-5 ELA & Mathematics
ïStudents will receive a Test and Answer Book
ïStudents will work problems in their test and answer book

ÅGrades 4 and 5 Writing 
ïStudents will receive a Writing Planning Sheet and a 

Test and Answer Book

ÅGrade 5 Science 
ïStudents will receive a Test Book and an Answer Book/Sheet

ÅPractice Tests have been developed by DOE.  Students will have an 
opportunity to take the practice test at the school prior to the actual 
test.   
ïAvailable on the FSA portal for public access.  

Go to fsassessments.org > Practice Tests



Test Design ðELA (Reading & Writing)

ELA-READING CONTENT CATEGORIES
Grades3-5

Approximate percentage of raw score points for each category.

Reading TextTypes
Literature - 50%

Informational - 50%

Key Ideas and Details 15-25%

Craft and Structure 25-35%

Integrationof 
Knowledge and Ideas

20-30%

Language and Editing 15-25%

Text-Based Writing 
(Grades 4-5)

Determined each 
year

Total Number of Items 56-60

ELA 
PERCENTAGEOF POINTS BY 

DEPTHOF KNOWLEDGE (DOK)* LEVEL
Grades3-5

DOKLevel 1 (Low) 10-20%

DOK Level 2 (Mod) 60-80%

DOK Level 3 (High) 10-20%

Note: Text-based Writing (G4-5) component is a 
DOK Level3 task.

*DOKrefers to the complexity level of the 
cognitive process demanded by a test item rather 
than the difficulty of the item.
Level 1: Recall and Reproduction, Level 2: Skills 
and Concepts, and Level 3: Strategic Thinking

Approximately 6-10 items within the Reading and Language components listed above
are field test items are included in the ranges above but are notƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǎŎƻǊŜΦ



Test Design - Reading

ÅTwo types of Reading passages:
ïInformational: provide readers with facts about a particular 

subject and may include magazine and newspaper articles, 
editorials, and biographies

ïLiterary: ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ ŜƴƧƻȅƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ 
short stories, poems, folk tales, and selections from novels

ïStudents are also asked to evaluate and correct grade-level errors 
ƛƴ ŀ άŘǊŀŦǘέ Ŝǎǎŀȅ

ÅApproximate Word Count Range for Text or Text Set
ïGrade 3:  100-700

ïGrade 4:  100-900

ïGrade 5:  200-1000



Test Design - Writing

https://fsassessments.org/core/fileparse.php/3031/urlt/OpinionlRubric4-5_Final1.pdf
https://fsassessments.org/core/fileparse.php/3031/urlt/0015122-InformationalRubric4-5_Final1.pdf

ÅFSA Writing (Grades 4 and 5)

ïWriting component consists of one text-based constructed-
response item
ÅStudents read a variety of texts and respond to a prompt

ïPrompt will ask for the ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ or ask the student to 
inform/explain
ÅStudents will draw upon the texts to provide evidence and information 

to support their claims or explanations

ïWriting Score (10 raw score points) ςthere are 3 domains:
ÅPurpose, Focus, and Organization (4 points)

ÅEvidence and Elaboration (4 points)

ÅConventions and Standard English (2 points)

https://fsassessments.org/core/fileparse.php/3031/urlt/OpinionlRubric4-5_Final1.pdf
https://fsassessments.org/core/fileparse.php/3031/urlt/0015122-InformationalRubric4-5_Final1.pdf


Writing Passage & Prompt



Planning Sheet



Writing Rubric and Sample



Writing Testing Tips

1. Read the prompt and determine whether it is asking for 
information/explanation, or an opinion/argument

2. Read the texts, looking for details to support information or 
opinion/argument

3. Use the Planning Sheet to organize thoughts and details

4. Write and edit response.  Make sure it contains:
ÅClearly stated and strongly maintained idea or argument

ÅDetails from the passages to support idea or argument

ÅVariety of sentence types and transitional strategies

ÅClear and effective expression and logical progression of ideas

ÅStrong introduction and conclusion

ÅCorrect spelling and punctuation



Test Item Types - ELA

ÅELA Item Types
ïMultiple Choice
ïEditing Task
ïSelectable Text
ïMulti -Select
ïEvidence-Based Selected Response 
ïTable Match
ïMultimedia



Test Item Types - ELA

ÅMultiple Choice
ïStudents select one correct answer from four answer 

choices.



Test Item Types - ELA

ÅMultiple Choice



Test Item Types - ELA

ÅEditing Task
ïStudents read a short 

passage with 
underlined 
words/phrases.

ïStudents select the 
correct word/phrase 
that should replace the 
underlined 
word/phrase from a 
set of options.



Test Item Types -
ELA

ÅSelectable Text
ïExcerpted sentences 

from the text are 
presented in two 
parts. Part A might 
ask the student to 
make an analysis or 
an inference & Part B 
might require the 
student to select the 
text to support the 
answer in Part A.


