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April 2021 
 

Hamilton Innovator 
Mr. Pfeiffer, Principal 

Mr. Fuller, Assistant Principal 

Mrs. MacDonald, School Administration Manager, 21st Century Site Coordinator 
 
Here’s What’s Happening Around Hamilton! 
 

Kindergarten- Kindergarten engineers are very eager to start our next 
engineering unit on The Three Little Pigs! Students will be creating homes for the 
pigs that will be able to withstand the force of the wolf’s blow. Continue 
practicing our numbers, letters and sounds, as well as sight words. Please be sure 
to read every day so that we have fluent readers in Kindergarten! 
 

First Grade- Our engineers are springing into our plant integrated unit. We are 
learning all about plant parts and will soon use the Engineering Design Process to 
plan, create, and improve a 3D plant with all major parts. We will also begin to 
work with money. Students will identify the name and value of coins and use their 
understanding of the value of pennies and dimes to make connections to tens 
and ones. Please remember to read aloud nightly with your child to build reading 
fluency, retell stories with details, and practice writing in complete sentences.  
 

Second Grade- Our 2nd grade engineers are beginning new units in math and 
science. So far, our students have learned about data and addition/subtraction 
within 1,000. Now we are moving into money and time! We are very excited 
about the hands-on learning that will come with this unit. In science, students will 
be learning about the human body. When you and your student are walking, 
playing outside, or doing any other physical activity, we encourage you to talk to 
your student about how their heart rate has changed. Checking your heart rate is 
fast and easy and helps to remind our students that our organs have special jobs 
to keep our body functioning properly. We appreciate your support! 
 

Third Grade- This month our 3rd graders will be taking their ELA Florida State 
Assessment (FSA). Students are working hard each day to annotate as they read, 
use strategies, and revise their thinking! Please ensure your child gets a good 
night’s sleep before the test! Students should be reading each night to help build 
stamina and responding to what they read. In math, students need to continue 
working on their multiplication facts. We will also begin learning about area and 
perimeter. In science, we are learning about classification of plants and animals. 
Thank you for helping our third graders be successful. 

 

Fourth Grade- This month, 4th graders will be completing their unit on two-
dimensional figures, angles, and shapes in math and working on conversions, 
area, and perimeter. In science, they will examine plant reproduction and life 
cycles and learn about producers and consumers. In reading, they will review the 
skills they have learned this year as well as test taking strategies in order to be 
successful on their ELA FSA.  Please continue to have students read nightly. 
Fifth Grade- We are gearing up for our first FSA Writing test. We will then switch 
gears in ELA to work on our reading comprehension strategies and skills. In PRIMES 
Math, we are working on standards for number systems, positive and negative 
integers, as well as all four quadrants on a coordinate grid. In our standard math 
classes, we will be exploring different units of measurement and conversions. In 
science, we are introducing and exploring the different organs in the human 
body as well as their functions. We will be ending our unit with a fun escape room 
to see how well we understand the human body. Please continue having your 
child complete their homework daily, including reading for 20 minutes.  

     

 
Upcoming Events 
April 6 

FSA Writing Test, Grades 4-5  

April 13 

FSA Reading Test, Grade 3 

April 23 

Poem in Your Pocket Day!  

April 26 

Numeracy Week- details on back page  

April 28 

Progress Reports available in Skyward 

April 29 

   SAC Meeting, 6 PM 

May 3 

   Teacher Appreciation Week begins 

May 4    

FSA Reading Test- Grades 4-5  

May 11 

FSA Math Test- Grades 3-5  

May 17 

FSA Science Test- Grade 5  
 

 

STUDENT OF THE MONTH 
  

Congratulations  
to 5th Grader,  
Marvin Smith, for  
being named  
SERTOMA’s  
Student of the 
Month for March.  
He earned a  
plaque and a $50 
check for being a  
super student!  
 
 

- April 29

- April 14 

- May 12

- May 5

- May 18
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News and Notes 
An Important Note from the Principal: 
The tardy problem has not improved, and we continue to have a tremendous 
number of students arrive to school tardy every day.  When your child arrives tardy, 
he or she misses instruction, disrupts class upon entry, and waits in a long line of 
other tardy students in the front office.  We want to limit your child's exposure to 
other students who are not in their class, while also giving them time to eat breakfast 
and start their day of learning on time.  This will become even more critical if your 
child is FSA testing that day. School doors open at 8:05 a.m., but we ask that you 
have your child at school no later than 8:30 a.m. Also, please note breakfast is only 
served from 8:05-8:30 a.m.  Hamilton thanks you in advance for making it a priority 
to get your children to school on time. 

Poem-In-Your-Pocket Day, April 23  
April is National Poetry Month! We will celebrate by participating in  

Poem-In-Your-Pocket Day! Students pick a favorite poem to share with  
                    their classmates. We can't wait to spend the day celebrating poetry!  

 

 

Numeracy Week, April 26-29  
 

We are participating in National Numeracy Week April 26-29!  
“Get your Math On” by following: 
 Measurement Mix-Up Monday (wear mixed up shoes and socks) 
 2D/3D Tuesday (wear your favorite patterns and top off with a funny shaped hat) 
 Word Problem Warrior Word-Problem Wednesday (dress like your favorite hero or warrior) 
 Time to Throw-it-back Thursday (“time” to dress from your favorite decade) 
 FANtastic Fraction Friday (be a sports fan, wear your favorite jersey or shirt)  
 
 

 

Title I Information 
 

Hamilton has received very generous donations of food from our friends at the 
Sanford Rotary Club, Orangewood Church and Merge Church.  PLEASE contact the 
front office if you would like to receive support. All families are welcome to set up a 
one-time pick up or continuing service if needed. Please contact 407.320.6050. 
 
 

It’s yearbook time! 
 

Yearbook sales have begun! Yearbooks are only $18 each and can be ordered 
online or at school, cash ONLY. Yearbook order forms were sent out this week with 
additional information. Please check your student's backpack and order your 
yearbook today! 

 

 

Summer Program Information  
ATTENTION SECOND GRADE PARENTS!  Hamilton’s 21st Century Community Learning Center is 
gearing up for our summer program.  This year we will be prioritizing seats for current second 
graders that are struggling in reading and/or math. Please contact your child’s teacher if you are 
interested in a priority seat. Only 40 seats are available, so DO NOT DELAY! Siblings (current grades K-4) of selected second graders 
are automatically enrolled. Open applications will be available for remaining grades beginning May 1st in the front office.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

Parent Corner   FSA is right around the corner… are you helping your child prepare? 
 Be certain your child is reading both fiction and nonfiction texts.  Have them retell you what he/she has read. 
 Help your child read for extended periods of time to build stamina. 
 Discuss the meanings of unfamiliar words by looking for context clues in the sentences around the word to figure out its meaning. 
 Visit the FLDOE FSA Portal for practice test materials: https://fsassessments.org/students-and-families/practice-tests/ 
 Utilize iReady Reading and Math computer programs from home:  https://login.i-ready.com/  Your child should know his/her access 

information by signing onto their ePassport account. 
 It is vital that your student attends school regularly and arrives ON TIME. 
 Check the daily planner, homework assignments.  Review and monitor your child’s progress.  
 Make sure your student gets to bed at an early hour before testing days and have them eat a healthy breakfast to nourish the brain on 

the day of testing.  School breakfast is offered FREE of charge daily from 8:05-8:30 AM.  

 

 
Recent Highlights 

   Learning is Built Into our Walls!  
Kindergarteners continued their study 
of simple machines at our Pulley 
Station during their Robotics rotation 
with Mrs. Tiffany.  They discovered how 
putting wheels and axels together with 
a rope equals another simple 
machine! #futureengineers 

   
Want to see more highlights? 

Have you “liked us” on Facebook? 
https://www.facebook.com/hamiltonelem/ 
 

Are you “following us” on Twitter?  
@hamiltonengtech     
 

Have you checked out our 
website lately? 
www.hamilton.scps.k12.fl.us 


